Spanish government announced a lockdown on 14 March 2020 and published the Royal Decree 463/2020,
that contains the specific regulations. This was amended by Royal Decree 465/2020 on 18 March 2020.
It is difficult for professionals to keep track of all new regulations that are appearing, let alone people that lack
legal background.
Furthermore, it seems these rules, like all regulation over the past years, are drafted in the most ambiguous
way. Nobody is reading and interpreting them in the same way, which creates legal insecurity. But at this point
I must admit that we are used to that in Spain, where there is always a struggle when interpreting law. Nothing
on the legal territory seems to be straight forward.
With that in mind, let me try and summarise for you the lockdown regulation published 14 March 2020. I will try
to bring it to you in laymen terms. It will not answer all your questions, but at least you have a general idea of
how this government thinks the state of alarm will/could affect your business and what they are proposing to
alleviate the detrimental effect of the lockdown.
I have only summarised the parts that could affect our clients from a pragmatic point of view.
Art. 3 Duration: 15 days.
Art. 7 Limitation to the freedom of movement: During the lockdown people can only be on public roads for
the following activities, which must be carried out individually, except for accompanying disabled people or for
different justified reasons;:
a) Purchasing of food, pharmaceutical products and products of primary need;
b) Attendance to health centres, establishments or services;
c) Travel to work;
d) Return to home;
e) Attendance to elderly or underage people, persons with disability or people who are especially vulnerable;
f) Travel to bank or insurance company;
g) Because of force majeure o situation of need;
h) whatever activity of similar nature;

C/ Molina de Segura 5, 3, 1B – 30.007 – Murcia, Spain. T. (+34) 968 233 151
Carrer W.A. Mozart 3– 03581 – Albir, Alicante, Spain. T. (+34) 965 021 497
Plaza Gerardo Salvador, 1, 46988 Paterna, Valencia, Spain. T. (+34) 968 233 151
info@lexforis.com – www.lexforis.com

You may drive a vehicle on public roads for the purpose of previously said activities, or to refuel;

You must respect at any time the indications and recommendations of the health authorities.

Art. 8 Temporary requisitioning and obligation to provide services. The authorities can proceed to temporary
requisitioning of all goods necessary to comply with the purpose of the lockdown, especially to provide security
or critical of essential services. Authorities can also impose the obligation to perform personal services to
ensure the purpose of the lockdown.

Art. 10 Measures of containment of commercial, cultural, leisure, hotel and catering activities. The
opening of all shops and retail establishments is suspended, except for those dedicated to food, drinks,
products of primary need, or pharmacies, doctors, opticians, orthopaedics, hygiene, press and office stores,
gas stations, tabaco stores, stores for electronic equipment or telecommunication, food for animals, internet
stores, and dry cleaners. Hairdressers can attend clients at home. The opening hours need to be adjusted to
comply with the necessities of primary needs and the usage of products within the establishments is strictly
forbidden. The open establishments need to take precaution to avoid clusters and for customers to keep the
safety distance.

Although hotel and catering business are not allowed to open, they can operate their takeaway.
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Art. 11 Religious and ceremonial places. You can attend religious gatherings or ceremonials, provided the
conditions prevent clusters and the safety distance between attendees is guaranteed.
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